September 17, 2007

Duncan Wyeth

Executive Director, MCDC-DODHH

Department of Labor & Economic Growth

201 N. Washington Square, Suite 150

Lansing, MI 48913

Dear Mr. Wyeth,

I am writing to you with concerns about the decisions that have been made regarding the Division on Deaf and Hard of Hearing (DODHH).  I understand the poor economy has had a profound effect on the great State of Michigan.  Adding to this, the failure to pass the budget for the fiscal year 2008 has resulted in some financial cutbacks.  However, I am deeply concerned with the decisions to discontinue the Director of DODHH position and the Advisory Council meetings.

I am a Deaf citizen and I hold an active role in our community.  I represent one of many tax-paying, hard working Americans.  The loss of the Director of DODHH position fails to instill any sense of justice in terms of status quo.  The dismissal of the Advisory Council prevents redress for Deaf/Hard of Hearing individuals who suffer from many acts of discrimination that occur within our day to day life.  Those meetings and the council representatives give us a sense of security, a voice and protection under the law.

Technology is a wonderful tool in terms of cost savings and efficiency.  Telephone conferencing is one of many effective means to continue the Advisory Council meetings  People who are Deaf/Hard of Hearing who hold seats on the Advisory Council have accessible means to participate in the meetings using Video Relay Service (VRS), a form Telecommunication Relay Service (TRS) supported by the Federal Communication Commission (FCC).  There are no charges, nor undue financial hardship in utilizing this manner of conducting future DODHH Advisory Council meetings.

In regards to the Director position of DODHH there is no acceptable reason possible for this position to remain unfilled.  There is no appropriate qualified individual currently on the DODHH staff to represent myself as well as other members of the Deaf community.  There is no individual currently on the DODHH staff who experiences and shares the similar struggles, values, and desires to improve the quality of our living experience as a Deaf person here in Michigan.

I respectfully request that you seek financial alternatives to fund the Director of DODHH position which is crucial to our justified rights.  I and the Deaf community consider this an extremely vital matter which we are seeking to resolve as soon as possible.  Do consider the Advisory Council staff members in this matter for their working as a team, we shall restore the rights of Deaf individuals in this State.

Thank you for your time to read this letter.
Sincerely,

cc: Governor Jennifer M. Granholm

     Keith W. Cooley, Director of DLEG

     Your senator/state representative
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